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Some of the big, thick and juicy history books can make the average reader's eyes bulge with terror.

"The History of the Whole World!" or "World History Second by Second!" will probably disencourage

the general interested reader by the threat of massive papercuts alone.There's something about the

word "cartoon" that adds appeal to any subject. "The History of the Universe!" by itself may make

knees tremble, but "The CARTOON History of the Universe!" now my hands are a-grabbin' at the

bookshelf. And grab we should; we should grope, fondle, and possess this great volume that will

likely turn any historaphobe into a walking timeline.History? Entertaining? NEVER! Yes, awake from

your dogmatic slumbers, the dream can be realized. This book is funny, genuinely funny. And it's

not a parody along the lines of "1066 and All That" - it's real history presented in an amazingly

underrated educational genre.The first book is chopped up into seven volumes which can be read

more or less like serial comic books. Dramatic teasers provide segueways between the volumes,

and keep the story flowing. Like it's subtitle says: "From the Big Bang to Alexander the Great", and

since subtitles never lie, that's what you get.THE BIG BANG starts off this book, and the book

follows an evolutionary line - at one point outright stating "Darwin was right" (pg. 52). So, be warned

all of you whose cars are adorned with fishes labeled "Truth" eating smaller fishes labeled "Darwin"



- this tome may not be for you.There is a long discussion about the evolution of sex, some "naughty"

cartoons - which are usually hilarious - which leads into the evolution of species from the cambrian

to the quaternary period.
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